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BULLETIN 

OF 

THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 

Vol. II. JUNE, 1849. No. 3. 



One number, at least, of this publication will be issued every month. It is intended 
to contain a descriptive catalogue of the works purchased, critical notices, extracts from 
foreign periodicals, and interesting items of news in relation to the Fine Arts. A wood- 
cut will generally be given. 

The Bulletin will be furnished gratuitously to Honorary Secre- 
taries AND TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO, AFTER PAYING THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS 
SHALL ASK FOR IT AT THE DESK, OR SIGNIFY THEIR DESIRE TO HAVE IT FOR- 
WARDED to them by mail. To all others, the price will be six cents per number. 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ENGRAVINGS AND "TRANSACTIONS" 

FOR 1848. 

The distribution of prints from the Engraving of " Queen Mary signing tlie 
Death Warrant of Lady Jane Grey," and of the " Outline Illustrations of Rip 
Van Winkle" commenced on the first day of May last. It is conducted as nearly as 
practicable in the order of tho receipt of subscriptions. 

The Committee have made arrangements by which the printing of tho plate has 
been materially expedited, and they hope that the whole number of impressions will 
be completed by the first day of August. They decided to deliver the En- 
gravings, Outlines and " Transactions," during the month of May to 
members whose certificates are numbered from 1 to 5000 — during the 
month of June, to those whose certificates are numbered from 5000 to 
10,000, and during the month of july, to the remaining subscribers. the 
Society's publications, therefore, are now ready for all whose certifi- 
cates ARE NUMBERED BELOW 10,001. 



THE PROGRAMME FOR THE YEAR 1849. 

The subject of the engraving for the present year is " Youth," being tho second 
picture of Mr. Cole's celebrated series of the " Voyage of Life." It will be exe- 
cuted by James Smillie. 

Each member will also be entitled to a volume of Etchings, similar to the 
" Rip Van Winkle." The subject of these Etchings, is Mr. Irving's tale of the 
" Legewl of Sleepy Hollow" and the work will be entrusted to F. O. C. Darley. 

The Medal will be commemorative of Col. Trumbull. 

Twenty copies in bronze, twor.ty-two inches in height, from a Statuette, by H. IC. 
Brown, illustrative of Indian character, will be included in the distribution. 



PROSPECTS OF THE ART-UNION FOR THE PRESENT YEAR. 

Both the registry of members and the letters of Honorary Secretaries 
afford encouraging proofs of the increasing prosperity of the Art-Union. 
There are already on the books the names of more than four times 
as many members as there were at the same date last year. The En- 
gravings and Etchings for 1848, appear to give general satisfaction. 
The plan of delivering them in the order of the dates of certificates, 
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which has heen adopted by the Committee, and which is so just and im- 
partial, has already caused many persons to anticipate their usual time 
of subscribing. This will have the effect of placing funds in the hands 
of the Managers before the end of the year, the advantages of which 
have been too often set forth to need repetition in this place. A mem- 
ber in Pennsylvania writes very intelligently upon this subject : 

" I make my subscriptions early," he says, " from conviction of the 
necessity of closing the books of the Union, some sixty days before the 
distribution. Crowding one-half of the receipts and disbursements of 
the year into a few hurried days at its'close, if persisted in, will pervert 
the great objects of the Institution. The true interests of Art will suf- 
fer from the purchase of inferior works, for your collections cannot yet 
be rich enough to supply with good pictures such a demand as was 
created by the unexpected thousands poured into your Treasury last 
December. Besides, the dignity of the association is destroyed by the 
mere ' Picture Lottery ' character given to its distributions, by the 
army of eleventh hour subscribers that rushes forward under the ex- 
citement of an impending drawing." It is hoped that these rational 
views, so clearly expressed, will add force to the appeals already made 
in this behalf. 



THE BULLETIN. 

The enlargement of " The Bulletin " seems to be very acceptable to 
the members. It will increase their gratification to know that, accord- 
ing to present appearances, the sale of copies at the Gallery, to non- 
subscribers, will nearly pay all the expenses of publication, and that 
little will probably be deducted on account of it from the regular in- 
come of the Institution. The Committee believe that this small tract 
will become, at no very distant day, one of the most powerful means 
within their control for the "promotion of the Fine Arts in the United 
States." Twenty-three thousand copies of the first number, and fifteen 
thousand of the second, have been printed and distributed. A periodical 
circulation so large as this of our pamphlet, unpretending as it is, will 
not only keep alive the interest of distant members in the Institution, 
but stimulate their curiosity and arouse their attention in respect to the 
Fine Arts generally. Those who have the charge of it will endeavor 
also, so far as their ability shall permit, to inculcate, in its pages, sound 
principles upon the subjects of whirfh it treats, and present broad and 
impartial views of artists and their works. To conduct such a journal 



